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Dismantling the Myth of Competition 

Paving the Way for the Next
Generation of Service
Providers

Previous generations of victim service providers have experienced the ebbs and

flows of grant funding and have historically viewed other agencies in the field as

competition, often out of necessity. Grant writers were taught to seek out who

currently had an award, find out if they were up for a “recompete,” and then find

out if they delivered on their program deliverables; if not, BINGO - it’s game on.

Although this may be the traditional approach to identifying potential grants to

go after, it certainly lays the foundation for an “us vs. them” mindset. It also

focuses on the weaknesses of potential partnerships rather than the strengths.

http://www.accsonline.org/
http://www.accsonline.org/


Find partner agencies and
subject matter experts that
complement your efforts and can
fill in the areas you may need to
grow in. 

How we approach identifying gaps in services, build our

teams for grant proposals, and seek out funding sources

to fill those gaps, is a more significant systemic problem

than we'd like to admit. It creates an illusion of

competition which often builds barriers to services

rather than dismantles them. In times when funding

opportunities are less and less, and quality service

providers are competing for the same pots of funding,

there needs to be more support within the field of

leveraging the skills, services, and experiences of those

subject matter experts, TTA providers, and agencies that

we complement, rather than view them as competition.

Not one entity has the skills necessary to tackle one

project. 

There is a certain amount of value in being humble

enough to acknowledge where your skillset or agency’s

service area ends and where you can bring in “the other

guys.” This is true for local, state, and even national-level

service providers. As we have started to look closer into

areas of improvement to victim services, we have

identified issues such as duplication of services, varying

definitions and terminologies, and lack of standardization

and approaches to training and implementing service

provisions. Just think of how many of these issues we can

slowly start to chisel away at if we stop viewing each

other as competition but rather complements to our

efforts. 

It's not always a
competition

NEW ADVOCATES
NEVER STOP LEARNING

CONGRATULATIONS



PWP envision a connected world
in which there is a common
understanding of and a shared
responsibility and accountability
for protecting kids from threats
to their safety.

Stop! Drop! And Roll!

Just Say NO!

Yell FIRE! Not rape.

We’ve all heard these tidbits of advice; some more

helpful than others. What if there existed an agency that

assisted parents, children, and communities in navigating

when an ordinary day becomes extraordinary? Well,

there is. Preparedness Without Paranoia® (pwporg.org)

is a non-profit founded by Dr. Kathleen Kiernan, who has

decades of lived experience within the intelligence

community. She identified a significant gap where

children and parents needed to be more empowered to

embrace their safety and security. That is why PWP

teaches practical methods which are developmentally

appropriate through Lucky the Preparedness Dog®

educational books and the Parents Without Paranoia®

magazine. For more information and to download

resources, please visit their website at www.pwporg.org. 

Hosted by Chris Parker

The Easy Prey
Podcast

May has been a busy month. Easy Prey Podcast Host,

Chris Parker, reached out to Dr. Johnson to interview her

on the topic of child exploitation. Chris Parker is the

founder of the website WhatIsMyIPAddress.com, which

has reached to one of the top 3,000 websites of all time.

His Easy Prey Podcast primarily focuses on cybersecurity

and fraud. They have expanded to include other episodes

to inform listeners on protecting themselves and their

loved ones from other crime types. For more information

or to listen to the interview, visit easyprey.com/64

Navigating Through the Unthinkable

Preparedness
Without Paranoia® 

http://www.pwporg.org/
http://www.easyprey.com/64
http://www.pwporg.org/
http://www.pwporg.org/
http://www.pwporg.org/
http://easyprey.com/64


Expert coaching, advising,
facilitation & training/technical
assistance for Task Forces and
communities combating human
trafficking

 

ACCS Trusted Resources

Human Trafficking Task Force Expert

Meet Erin Albright

Erin Albright is an internationally recognized anti-

trafficking expert with over a dozen years of experience

establishing, guiding, and funding initiatives of all sizes

and at every stage of development. A subject matter

expert for the International Association of Chiefs of

Police, the United Nations Office on Drugs & Crime, the

US Commission on Human Rights, and the California

Office of Emergency Services, she has also worked

globally with countries from Armenia to Uzbekistan. In

the United States, her partners and clients range from

the Department of Justice and the American Bar

Association to 23 state and local task forces. Her most

recent accolade was a three-year Visiting Fellowship with

the DOJ’s Office for Victims of Crime, where she created

new frameworks for this rapidly evolving field. A

graduate of Mary Washington College, and Boston

College Law School, Albright is a member of the

Massachusetts Bar.

http://www.evidentialearning.com/
http://www.victimconnect.org/
https://ovc.ojp.gov/program/vtt/introduction
https://www.azvictimrights.org/
http://www.pwporg.org/
https://newframeworks.org/


Value expertise and lived experience

Build trust through collaboration and partnership

Flexibility, innovation, and creativity

Data driven and field informed

About Ascent Connection and Consulting Solutions, LLC
(ACCS)
Whether you are a newly established Child Advocacy Center or an agency that has been around for

decades, navigating through the challenges can be daunting. CEO/Founder Dr. Deanee’ Johnson

created ACCS leveraging decades of earned experience in collaboration and relationship building in

the fields of child abuse and neglect, criminal justice, and victim services. ACCS can help you identify

the right team, understand the depth of the challenge and develop the strategies for effective

response.

 

Guiding Principles

CONTACT US
info@accsonline.org
www.accsonline.org
P.O. Box 1403
La PLata, MD 20646
817-851-6465
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